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Hello, Orca families! 
 
Learning isn’t just educational — it can be fun, too!   Games are a great way to practice reading 
skills.  When we have fun while learning, we are more likely to be engaged in the learning       
process.  Have fun with this week’s tips and feel free to make up your own games! 

 

 

Offline games like playing cards 
(e.g. Go Fish, Memory, Uno) and 
board games (e.g. Chutes and     
Ladders, Sorry) are great ways for 
children to  practice following     
directions, good sportsmanship, and 
turn-taking. 

By adding in educational components (e.g. flash-
cards), you can turn practicing skills into a more fun 
and engaging experience.   

Why Reading Practice 
Is Important 

 
1. It helps with writing. 
Reading helps expose children to a variety of 
grammar conventions, vocabulary, and sentence 
structures needed for effective writing. 
 
2. It sparks imagination. 
Kids get to use their own ideas of how to see the 
characters and action in stories. 
 
3. It helps with reading to learn rather than 

learning to read. 
After children learn to read fluently and with 
comprehension, they can more easily            
comprehend what they read to learn new        
information.  This is especially important when 
instructional content gets more challenging in 
higher grades. 

CARD GAMES 
Write reading targets (e.g. vocabulary words, 
spelling words, IRLA Power Words) onto  
index cards or squares of construction paper.  
Make 2-3 sets of each word to use them as 
playing cards for games like Go Fish, 
Memory, and Old Maid*.  

 
BOARD GAMES 
Use one or more sets of the word cards you 
create while playing your favorite board 
games.  Shuffle the word cards to make a 
draw pile.  Before each turn, take a card and 
practice the target your child is working on 
(e.g. read the word, spell the word, define the 
word, use the word in a sentence).  You could 
also write the words on small sticky notes and 
place them on the squares on the game board.  
Search the internet for generic game boards 
you can print or get creative and make your 
own! 
 
 

I could also 
play these 
games using 
math facts 
flashcards! 

GUESSING GAMES 
Place a few of the target word cards on the 
table face up.  Give clues for one of the words 
for your child to guess.  For example, for 
“dog” you could say, “It’s an animal.  It 
barks.”  You could also play a version of I 
Spy while reading stories.  Say “I spy the 
word ___” and then your child finds it on the 
page.  Hedbanz and Guess Who? are fun store
-bought guessing games that build language 
and vocabulary. 
 
STORYTELLING  
Making up stories is a fun way to practice  
story structure (beginning, middle, end) and 
use imagination to create characters and     
situations.  Use pictures to help spark         
creativity (e.g. from picture books, photo    
albums, magazine covers or photos).  Retell 
stories by writing or drawing events from the 
story on different pieces of paper.  Mix them 
up then put them in order of the story. 
 
STORY WRITING 
Help your child make up stories using target 
words.  They can tell the story out loud or 
write/draw the story onto paper to keep and 
share with others.  It’s fun to compare stories 
over time to see how their writing and        
storytelling progresses. 

* For detailed instructions on how to make 
your own word cards and how to play card 
games with them, please visit:  https://
www.readingrockets.org/article/six-games-
reading 
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